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Although in global terms Stress Physiology has become a very exciting area of research in plant sciences, never has a Special
Issue of any journal been published on native African species. This is what makes this particular Special Issue of the South
African Journal of Botany unique, apart from it being an authoritative source of information on the stress physiology of indige-
nous African flora. The ranges of topics covered in this Special Issue are wide both in subject matter and geographical spread.
The most critical stress factors affecting plant growth in Africa include the level of soil moisture and its associated nutrient con-
centrations, temperature, soil degradation from anthropogenic activities (e.g. agriculture), solar radiation, especially UV-B,
chemical pollutants as well as direct and residual effects of alien invasive organisms. Interestingly, these areas are all well
covered in this Special Issue, and that makes it an asset for regional and continental information on the response of plant
growth and development to environmental stress.
Another important aspect of this Special Issue is the number of young contributors. The geographical spread of papers has
brought together in this one issue the works of many young African scientists, who often struggle to publish their research find-
ings in international journals. Commissioning Special Issues such as this one on Responses of Native, Cultivated and
Ornamental African Plants to Stress, has not only created new opportunities for young scientists and enhanced local African
scholarship in the field of stress physiology, but has also potentially stimulated the prospects of future studies by young African
scientists in this and allied fields of the plant sciences. Congratulations to the Editor of the Special Issue and the Editor-in-
Chief of the South African Journal of Botany for their vision, and for the splendid Issue!
PROFESSOR FD DAKORA
Cape Technikon, South Africa
As Editor-in-Chief I owe Charles Musil a great debt for the thought and time he spent on editing and putting this Special Issue
together.
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